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On or off road,
in your yard or 
on the water, 

you’ll love
Ready Powersports!

POWERSPORTS

Dundas St. East
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www.readyyamaha.com
430 Hensall Circle 
Mississauga, ON

L5A 1X7
Ph: 905-896-1600

Toll Free: 1-833-219-5647

2019 
Yamaha R3

Yamaha XSR700

readyhondapowersports.com

430 Hensall Circle 
Mississauga, ON

L5A 1X7
Ph: 905-896-1600

Toll Free: 1-877-297-7568

2019 
Honda Rebel

www.readykawasaki.com
430 Hensall Circle 
Mississauga, ON

L5A 1X7
Ph: 905-896-1600

Toll Free: 1-866-812-5582

2019
Kawasaki Ninja 400

www.readyktm.com
430 Hensall Circle 
Mississauga, ON

L5A 1X7
Ph: 905-896-1600

Toll Free: 1-866-819-4114

2019 
KTM 790 ADVENTURE R

Yamaha XSR700

www.readysuzuki.com

430 Hensall Circle 
Mississauga, ON

L5A 1X7
Ph: 905-896-1600

Toll Free: 1-833-219-5652

2019 
Suzuki DR-Z400
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THANK YOU FOR COMING
Welcome to the 2019 Toronto SPRING MOTORCYCLE SHOW, it’s our 30th and an annual tradition to get you 
ready for the best riding season yet. Presented by Riders Plus Insurance, sponsored by Josef Gas, Roost 
Factory Hoosier Offroad, AutoTRADER.ca, Canada Motoguide, Y108, Q107 and Rock 95. We’re proud once 
again to support Ride for Sight and to partner with our host club, the Brampton Motorcycle Association. 
Whether you’re here to ogle, shop, make new friends, talk to an expert or just enjoy a day surrounded by 
the things that fuel your passion, we’re happy you’re here.
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Cover: 1974 Honda CB550F – a true classic motorcycle.  We chose this bike for our cover to represent the 
Spring Show’s roots as a Vintage Motorcycle Show. This year, for the Show’s 30th Anniversary, we’ve gathered 
more amazing vintage and classic bikes than ever before for you to enjoy.  Send us a selfie with your favourite 
bike at this year’s Show, to admin@motorcyclespringshow.com, and we’ll post it on our web-site!



PG 4 •   SPRINGSHOW MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE   APRIL 2019 VOL. 29/1    

EDGE PERFORMANCE CENTRE
19890 Hwy 11 Yonge St
Bradford, ON
(905) 775-1717
www.edgeperformance.ca

H B CYCLE & OUTDOOR CENTRE
66 McLarens Creek Rd
Cameron, ON
(705) 328-2453
www.hbcycle.com
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2 Paisley Lane
Stouffville, ON
(905) 640-2212
www.atccorral.com 
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430 Hensall Circle
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(855)-896-0430
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Welcome 
to the 
3 0 t h 

Spring Motorcycle 
Show and the 30th 
issue of our Show 
magazine. Back in 
1990, the web was 
just becoming a 
‘thing’, the Hubble 
Space Telescope 
was launched into 
orbit, Kawasaki 
launched the potent 

176 mph ZX11 superbike, neon colours 
were big and we all had hair…  OK, I still 
had hair. It was the perfect time to start the 
Show. 

Much has changed since that first show 
in April 1990, so let me take you back a 
little bit… It was a simple one-day affair. 
The focus was vintage motorcycles and 
a swap meet. The Show magazine was a 
simple tabloid newsprint effort and now 
has evolved into the magazine you hold 
in your hands. Humble times indeed, the 
Show was small and less than a quarter 
of the size it is today. Insurance for the 
average motorcycle was affordable. The 
emerging trend in bikes at the time… su-
perbikes! Times were good and the Show 
flourished. 

In 1996 I came on the scene ready to 
build a bigger, better Show. But one thing 
never changed, it’s always in the spring 
and time to get ready to ride. It’s when 
we go outside and put the shovels in the 
shed, wait for the rain to stop and fuss 
over our bike and pray we don’t get that 
last blast of winter… You know the pas-
sion, right?  You can only polish so many 
times, but still we tweak the bike, helmets 
are dusted, riding jackets have shrunk and 
the new bikes tease us with the payment 
calculations. What has changed over the 
years? The Show has blossomed. We have 

welcomed motorcycle culture and have 
nurtured it since day one. Coaxing every 
aspect of motorcycling, we have grown to 
consume more floor space of the Interna-
tional Centre. The excitement to buy that 
new to you, used bike, get that new helmet 
or maybe even buy that new bike is infec-
tious, so be careful!

Wait, you didn’t duck out of a family 
function to be here, did you…? Oh jeeeez. 
We get it, though – it’s all part of being a 
motorcyclist. Like when you’re riding and 
the time has slipped away and you can feel 
your cell phone vibrating in your pocket 

and the anticipated text message ’where 
are you?’ Okay, maybe that’s just me. Any 
way you slice it, being at the Spring Mo-
torcycle Show is about the dawn of your 
new season and we thank you for sharing 
your time with us. Make us your go-to 
Show, we will reward you with content 
unseen anywhere else because we are the 
show Built for Motorcyclists by Motorcy-
clists!

I welcome your comments. •
- peter@motorcyclespringshow.com

By 
Peter Derry

The original Show logo - where it all started

H U M B L E
A NOTE FROM PETER

B E G I N N I N G S
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TRACER 900 GT
/// SPORT TOURING REFINED
STANDARD HARD LUGGAGE I QUICK SHIFT SYSTEM I FULL-COLOUR TFT SCREEN I HEATED GRIPS
AN EXQUISITE BLEND OF SPORT AND CONVENIENCE.

2019

RIGHT NOW AT YOUR YAMAHA DEALER!

DEALER NAME HERE
BOB’S MOTORSPORT
615 St. Clair Street
Chatham, ON
(519) 354-6377
www.bobsmotorsport.com

HULLY GULLY 
1705 Wharncliffe Rd. S
London, ON
1-888-706-5436
www.hullygully.com 

READY YAMAHA
430 Hensall Circle
Mississauga, ON
(855) 896-0430
www.readyhonda.com
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Since I was 
a little girl, 
I wanted to 

ride my own motorcycle. From the time 
my sister’s boyfriend rolled up to our 
house with his buddy to take my sister for 
a ride I was intrigued. It must have been 
quite obvious. I was offered a ride on both 
motorcycles, which I immediately ac-
cepted. Growing up, I was always encour-
aged to do whatever I set my mind to. Be-
ing born with congenital birth defects, the 
most evident of which was my right arm 

and hand, I was often laughed at, bullied 
and made fun of in the early grades. I was 
excluded from games and was often the 
last kid picked for gym teams. I could have 
chosen to hide and withdraw but instead I 
chose to let nothing hold me back.

From a very young age, I was interested 
in sports. My father and I would spend 
many weekends watching hockey, football 
and motorcycle racing. I recall watching 
Evel Knievel performing ramp to ramp 
motorcycle jumps, and was so excited 
when my parents bought me the figure 

complete with motorcycle and launcher. 
I was 14 when my parents agreed to buy 

me a moped. To this day, all I remember 
is pedaling to get it started and pedaling 
to get up those big hills. But this was no 
motorized bicycle, it was a racing bike. It 
was automatic and I could easily control it 
with my left hand. When on my moped, I 
was no different to anyone else. The atten-
tion I attracted was because of what I was 
riding, not my arm.

When I turned 16, I went to a local 
dealer and enquired about buying a motor-

By 
Angie Sandow

BECAUSE
MOTORCYCLE

OF A

Angie on her specially-prepared Shadow

WOMEN RIDERS
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cycle. While the sales rep was very nice, 
he thought I’d like a scooter with electric 
transmission, and encouraged me to sit on 
one in the showroom. I suspect he thought 
I’d jump at the chance to own one. He tried 
to sell me on the fact that being 70cc and 
relatively light, I’d have no issue with han-
dling it, and that it would go much faster 
than my moped. But it wasn’t a motor-
cycle. That’s what I wanted. No one was 
willing to discuss the possibility of modi-
fying a motorcycle, so with my head hung 
low, I walked out and let life take over.

I didn’t forget about motorcycles – we 
just grew apart. If I was offered a ride, I 
would always jump at the chance but nev-
er thought about owning one. I finished 
school, started working and music became 
my pastime of choice. I switched my fo-
cus from motorcycles to guitars and taught 
myself how to play. I had a prosthetic man-
ufactured to hold the pick and would jam 
with friends on weekends.

In 2001, my husband and I formed an 
AC/DC tribute band called Bare Rump. I 
played lead guitar and used the band as a 
vehicle to demonstrate that no-one should 
be judged based on appearances – that any-
thing was possible with support, encourage-
ment, grit and determination. We worked 
full-time and performed on weekends. At 
our peak, we were performing close to fif-
ty shows a year across Ontario.  While gigs 

were mostly 
at bars and 
pubs, we 
were fortu-
nate enough 
to be select-
ed to play 
at the Ride 
for Sight in 
Trenton. I 
felt a special 
bond with 
the motor-
cycle riders. 
S t r a n g e r s 
who be-
came instant 
friends.

I started 
thinking it 
might be 
time to buy a 
motorcycle. 
My husband 
could ride it 
and I’d be the 
p a s s e n g e r. 
As exciting 

a thought as this was, we would always 
say “maybe next year.” In February 2014, 
I was diagnosed with breast cancer. Like 
so many others I was shocked, scared and 
wondered if I was going to die, but I had 
the surgery and completed my treatment. 
In 2015, my band had the good fortune 
to return to the Ride for Sight in Fenelon 
Falls, and I was once again reconnected 
with motorcycles. I became good friends 
with several riders who were always will-
ing to have me as a passenger.

The subject of getting a motorcycle 
came up again, and in 2016, I asked my 
husband to get his license.  We bought a 
used Yamaha V-Star 650 and I was very 
eager to be a passenger. Riding my own 
bike never crossed my mind until one day 
the weather was beautiful, the bike was in 
the garage, and my husband had not yet re-
turned home from work…

I was frustrated that I couldn’t do what 
I wanted, which was to go for a ride. I 
never liked having to depend on anyone 
for anything, and here I was unable to do 
anything but look at the bike and watch the 
minutes drag by. Shortly afterwards I went 
to the internet to search one-handed riders. 
I was amazed at a video I found and while 
it demonstrated that modifications were 
possible, I couldn’t find anything filmed in 
Canada. In February 2017, I went to the 

Toronto Motorcycle Show and met with 
Honda – the only manufacturer that would 
talk to me. They suggested I try the rede-
signed 2017 Honda Rebel 300. It was light, 
low to the ground which allowed my 5’2” 
frame to sit flat footed, and would be easy 
to balance. Like pieces of a puzzle coming 
together, so did my dream. The fine people 
at Honda introduced me to Don Redekop, 
founder of Learning Curves which offers 
motorcycle rider training. Don agreed to 
train me on my own motorcycle when no-
one else would.

I got to know Todd, owner of Mission 
Cycle in Angus, Ontario and I’ll never for-
get the time he spent with me to discuss 
how to help me achieve my dream. Once 
he received the Rebel from Barrie Honda 
in April, 2017, he quickly got to work. He 
installed a centrifugal clutch to disengage 
the engine automatically. The traditional 
clutch lever became my front brake and 
the throttle was relocated to the left han-
dlebar. Rather than being a twist throttle, 
it was a lever I could pull with my index 
finger. Looking back, I suspect that I drove 
Todd crazy, always asking for updates.  

Now I have three motorcycles, all modi-
fied so I can ride with one hand. I‘ve ridden 
over 20,000km since the spring of 2017 
and plan to exceed 30,000 this season. 
Since I live in the west end of the city, I 
started going to Motorcycle Enhancements 
for my work. Two of my bikes (Honda 
Shadow Aero 750 and Honda CTX DCT 
700) have thumb throttles which work bet-
ter given the bikes’ weight.

Since starting to ride, I’m once again at-
tracting attention for something other than 
my arm. Because of a motorcycle, I’ve be-
come part of a family I never knew I had. 
I started to share my story in the hopes of 
inspiring others. By writing and speak-
ing, I’ve contributed to various motorcy-
cle magazines, have joined the Southern 
Cruisers riding club and participate in a 
variety of rides and social activities.  

Because of a motorcycle, I have trav-
elled to places I never even considered and 
have started a website called Just Ridin’, 
featuring tales of determination and infor-
mation. Because of a motorcycle, I was 
given the opportunity to be the organizer 
of the Women in Motorcycling event and 
to write this article.

Please stop by my booth at the Spring 
Motorcycle Show, see my bikes, say hello 
and inspire me with your tales of determi-
nation! •  - angsan@sympatico.ca

Photo by 2017, Earthshine Digital Imagery – Alex Bulmer

Angie and husband Lloyd getting ready to ride off

WOMEN RIDERS
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“Home of Easy Financing Now”

WE NEED TRADES
OR PAY CASH!
Bikes, Boats, Sleds and ATV’s

A Collins Family Store

For more information contact 
Chuck Collins: 

519.685.8045
chuck.collins@hullygully.com
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In today’s 
world, it’s 
amazing the 

motorcycles we’re 
able to ride. The technology is astound-
ing. So is the ride quality and control that 
comes with it – so when you get off your 
2019 Binford 1200S with all the farkels 
and rider aids, you feel like a hero because 
today’s bikes are just that good! Then you 
swing a leg over your 1980s classic for that 
Sunday ride, and the difference is notice-
able. Stopping and turning reveals the ar-
chaic suspension. When I finished building 
my 1983 Superbike-spec Kawasaki ELR, I 
went for the inaugural ride… What a rush! 

But what sullied the ride was the soft 
and poorly controlled front end. Springs 
that were sagging, damping that was slow 
and unable to react under braking. I real-
ized how far motorcycling suspension had 
come. In the eighties, front fork suspen-
sion damping was a crude rod with holes 
that the oil passed through to slow the 
fork movement. We could modify this by 
changing oil viscosity, or the size of the 
holes. That’s what we did when we went 
racing. 

My KZ1100R has more suspension 
travel than many of the current motorcy-
cles with modern internals. Determined to 
improve my ride, I looked into options. I 
could retrofit newer cartridge-style forks, 
but this is expensive and alters the classic 
authenticity. Enter the Emulator by Race 
Tech. This company, with a history of mak-
ing suspension work better, came up with 
a brilliant retrofit. It’s a valve that sits on 

top of the damping rod to precisely man-
age oil flow to suit your weight and riding 
skill level. It’s relatively easy to install. 
Excited, I ordered a set of Emulators but 
didn’t stop there. I also replaced the bush-
ings on the inner fork tubes. New springs, 
fork seals, dust seals, a new copper washer 
for the lower assembly bolt, and of course 
fresh oil – all available from Race Tech.

Here’s what’s involved:
1) Support the bike safely. Lift 

the front high enough to be able to clear 
the front fender when removing the front 
wheel. Remove the fender.

2) If you have air assisted front 
forks, release the pressure (if there is 
any… LOL).

3) Loosen the triple clamps to al-
low the forks to drop just below the upper 
clamps. Retighten the lower clamps so you 
can just loosen the caps on top of the forks. 
Do not undo more than you can by hand.

4) Remove the forks.
5) Place the forks in a vice. Undo 

the bolt under the lower leg. You need the 
still somewhat tight upper fork cap to keep 
pressure on the springs to assist in undoing 
the lower bolt. Prepare a container to catch 
the oil.

6) Most forks have a circlip under 
the dust cap, remove it. This is what retains 
the fork seal in place. 

7) With a swift movement sliding 
the two fork legs apart, pop the fork seal 
from the lower leg. 

8) Clean all parts for reassembly.
9) The damping rod has a number 

of holes. Race Tech instructs you to drill 

these holes larger 
and to drill two addi-
tional holes to elimi-
nate any possible 
remaining damping 
effect.

10) Install the 
damping rod in the 
fork lowers with the 
Emulators resting on 
top. There are three 
spring options to ad-
just the preload on 
the valves.

11) Replace the 
bushings on the in-
ner fork tubes and fit 
them into the lower 
tubes.

12) Install the new fork seals. Take 
some white lithium grease and apply it to 
the sealing lip. Ease it on the fork tube and 
tap it into the lower fork leg with a plastic 
deadblow hammer. I used a PVC pipe that 
fit over the inner fork tube but cleared the 
sealing edge. Be sure to get it fully seated. 
Install the washer and retaining clip. 

13) Now check the spring preload 
spec provided by Race Tech. I had to short-
en the supplied spacers to achieve the spec. 
The Race Tech springs are much shorter 
and stiffer.

14) Replace the copper washer and 
install the bolt into the lower tube that 
screws into the damping rod. Race Tech 
provides a torque spec.

15) With the fork vertical, remove 
the springs and collapse the fork all the 
way. Then add the oil and set the level. 
Once you have the correct level, run the 
fork through its travel several times. Re-
check the level.

16) Drop the springs back in, install 
the fork caps and you’re ready for reas-
sembly.

Now, when I swing my leg over this big 
Kawi and ride down the road, heavy brak-
ing, stutter bumps, cornering and braking 
are handled with confidence-inspiring con-
trol! I love it! •

By 
Peter Derry

VINTAGE BIKE  -
MODERN SUSPENSION!

REVIVING CLASSICS
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bike be the best in 
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KTM Adventure 
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Women have 
been rid-
ing motor-

cycles since the very beginning. This year 
women in motorcycling are being recog-
nized both at this Show and at the CVMG 
Paris National Rally.  The highly recom-
mended book The American Motorcycle 
Girls by Christine Sommer Simmons starts 
with Margaret Gast, who set a record for 
continuous riding in 1901. Among motor-
cycling women around the world Canada 
has its share of amazing riders. Many of 
their stories are in rider Liz Jansen’s book 
Women, Motorcycles and the Road to Em-
powerment.

Sadie Grimm was the winner of the first 
motorcycling award in Canada to a woman 
in a competition open to men. On Sunday 
morning June 14, 1914, Sadie Grimm left 
Winnipeg on her 1914 7-hp Big Twin Indi-
an. According to the Manitoba Free Press 
“For twenty-five miles she had to break 
gravel eight inches deep while going thirty 
miles an hour; she took several graceful 
slides but picked herself up unhurt. From 
Selkirk to St. Louis (now Petersfield) the 
road was fair but from then on it was all 
bog and pot holes. After riding paths and 
mudholes alternatively, Miss Grimm de-
cided to try the railroad track. This she 
found very bumpy but much preferable 
to the mudholes interspersed with stumps 
and roots.”  

Another early Canadian pioneer was the 
aptly named Betty Tough. Betty worked 
for two years to earn enough money to 
purchase a 1950 BSA Golden Flash. She 
entered all the time trials, scavenger hunts 
and TT races she could. She describes one 
ride in the summer of 1951: “I went to 
Jasper 236 miles on a time trial but due to 
spark plug trouble, rain and hail I didn’t 
do too well. It was also my first trip on a 
gravelled road. After the trial was over, 
myself and another club member contin-
ued on from Jasper to Calgary (all gravel) 
then back home to Edmonton. The total 
trip was 750 miles.”   

Audrey Alexander began riding in 1946 
on a Harley 45cc ex-army motorcycle. 
She was the first Canadian member of the 
Motor Maids and became the national di-
rector, and was a member of the Welland 
County Motorcycle Club. Florence Hod-

son was born in 1930, a second-generation 
motorcyclist and grew up riding bikes with 
family and friends. Her father commuted 
to work on a Harley-Davidson through 
the 30s and 40s until he went to war and, 
sadly, did not return. She never took her 
driver’s licence for four wheels but had her 
motorcycle licence. In 1951 she married 
Bert Harris, a local motorcycle enthusiast 
and clever mechanic. Together they began 
West Street Cycle in the 1960s. They sold 
a variety of makes and models but are best 
known as Yamaha and Velocette dealers. 
All three of their children worked at the 
shop and became life-long motorcyclists. 
The shop developed a strong motorcy-
cling community that is still thriving to-
day in Brantford and surrounding areas. 
Most comfortable in a group of motor-
cyclists, Florence still greets the riders of 
the CVMG’s Paris National Rally Trillium 
Reliability Run at her daughter’s property 
in Brantford. She is friends with many of 
them and still enjoys the same camarade-
rie West Street Cycle created almost fifty 
years ago.

Toronto moto-journalist Nancy Irwin 
rode her white BMW, Casper, on a round 
the world tour in 1987.  Five years later 
she returned and headed out west. Now 
she’s planning to return to Africa to ride 
through some of the countries she missed 
on the first trip. Many other BMW riders 
do long distance touring. Carol Taub won 
the BMWMOA mileage award a few years 
back. Sue Herring has a hair-raising story 
about her trip home from Wyoming! There 
are so many others!  

Did your Member of Parliament ride 
to the Hill? If so, she was probably either 
Deborah Grey or Shelley Glover.  Did you 
take rider training? So many women are 
trainers, I can’t mention them all but Lise 
Grenier is notable for working her way 
up to Ride Master with the OPP Golden 
Helmets. Vicki Gray, the founder of Mo-
toress and International Female Ride Day 
has trained riders in Europe and Canada. 
Women riders are teachers, business 
women, artists, legal assistants, doctors, 
nurses, part of the motorcycling industry 
and more. They are all around you. People 
used to regularly come into my classroom 
to ask me who rode the motorcycle that 
was parked daily in the teachers’ lot!  

June Lawson and Mary McCaw raced 
vintage motorcycles. Now Mary’s hus-
band Gary is mentoring new vintage racer, 
Holly Varey. Toni Sharpless and Kathleen 
Coburn raced well enough in the late ‘80s 
to score race spots in Japan and Europe. 
Michelle Duff is the only Canadian to have 
won a world Grand Prix. Many women 
riders have overcome life-threatening dis-
ease and handicaps and still ride. Jesse 
Gregory, wheelchair-bound after being hit 
by a car switched to three wheels. She was 
also the goalie on the Canadian Women’s 
National Sledge Hockey Team. Angie San-
dow, born with a congenital birth defect of 
her right arm, rides a specially modified 
motorcycle.  She also plays guitar, among 
other things.  

These are only a few of the riders, me-
chanics, industry experts and other female 
riders I know. This year the CVMG Paris 
National Rally is celebrating Women in 
Motorcycling. Join us there to celebrate 
everyone’s love of motorcycling.
Good Reads:
•Women, Motorcycling and the Road to 
Empowerment by Liz Janzen
•The American Motorcycle Girls by 
Cristine Sommer Simmons
•Grace and Grit by William M. Murphy
•Lois on the Loose by Lois Pryce
•Lone Rider by Elspeth Beard
•Sisters’ Centennial Motorcycle Ride by 
Christina Shook • 

By 
Holly Ralph

WOMEN IN MOTORCYCLING

Photo by Christina Shook
Centennial motorcycle ride

WOMEN RIDERS
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FREE  ADVENTURE KIT
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LARRY’S SMALL ENGINES
286270 County Road 10
Mono, ON
(519) 941-1517
www.larryssmallengines.ca

BOB’S MOTORSPORT
615 St Clair Street, 
Chatham, ON
(519) 354-6377
www.bobsmotorsport.com

H B CYCLE &
OUTDOOR CENTRE
66 McLarens Creek Rd
Cameron, ON
(705) 328-2453
www.hbcycle.com

HULLY GULLY
1705 Wharncliffe Rd. S
London, ON
1-888-706-5436
www.hullygully.com 
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Isn’t it dangerous 
being a woman 
travelling alone?’

I’ve lost count of the times I’ve been 
asked that question when describing my 
motorcycle journeys around the world and 
it’s become my personal mission to put the 
world straight on the matter! By way of il-
lustration, I recently took part in a Q&A 
panel for female travelers and it was only 
a matter of minutes before the discussion 
had turned to personal safety, self-defense 
and fear. Of course, this is understandable 
– we are conditioned to think like this - but 
I also found it rather sad, as I imagined that 
the equivalent panels of male contributors 
were talking about no such things! As I lis-
tened to women of all ages and nationali-
ties discussing carrying knives and Mace 
to guard ourselves against potential assail-
ants, I wondered why we weren’t enthus-
ing about the thrill of whizzing over a Sa-
haran sand dune, or the fun of exploring a 
jungle track in Costa Rica, or the shopping 
potential of the souks of Marrakech? 

I don’t wish to sound glib. Of course, 
female travelers do face a different set of 
challenges and it is necessary to bear this 
in mind. But if you ask any women adven-
ture riders, they will all tell you the same 
thing – the reality is nowhere near as scary 
as it sounds. So, ladies (and gentlemen) by 
the time you’ve finished reading this ar-
ticle I hope I will have convinced you that 
the world is, for the most parts, a friendly 
and welcoming place for the so-called 
fairer sex. 

I’m pleased to say that the last few years 

have seen an 
increase in 
the number of 
women enter-
ing the won-
derful world 
of adventure 
motorcycling, 
either solo or 
as part of a 
couple. But 
outside the 
Western world, 
a woman on 
a motorcycle 
remains an 
unusual sight 
and you’ll still 
be regarded as 
something of 
a novelty once 
you venture 
into Africa, 
Asia or Latin 
America. A 
mud-splattered 
woman astride 
a loaded up 
bike, rumbling 
into a remote 
village, is not 
s o m e t h i n g 
those villag-
ers will forget 
in a hurry. Al-
though your 
status as a trav-
elling circus 

By 
Lois Pryce

WOMEN
ADV RIDING

‘

“Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside” Messing 
about on the beach in Peru, Lois on the Loose

WOMEN RIDERS
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Always wear protective clothing when operating your Honda product. Please respect the environment. Obey the law 
and read your owner’s manual thoroughly before operating your Honda Product. Model images and specifications 
subject to change without notice. Visit honda.ca for additional safety information. honda.ca

MODERN
 CLASSIC

Its Neo-Sports Café styling pays tribute to legendary CB 
sportbikes of the past, but look closer, and marvel at all the 
high-tech elements that make up the 2019 Honda CB650R. 
This fusion of classic with contemporary gives you the 
performance of a sportbike, the relaxed comfort of a naked 
standard, and the pure joy of motorcycling at its best.

LARRY’S SMALL ENGINES
286270 County Road 10
Mono, ON 
(519) 941-1517
www.larryssmallengines.ca

MARKHAM OUTDOOR POWER
9441 Hwy 48
Markham, ON
(905) 294-2355
www.markhamoutdoorpower.com

TEAM HONDA POWERHOUSE OF MILTON
170 Steeles Ave. E
Milton, ON
(905) 864-8588
www.teamhonda.ca

BARRIE HONDA
74 Mapleview Dr. W
Barrie, ON
(800) 267-4449
www.barriehonda.com

KW HONDA
465 Conestogo Rd
Waterloo, ON
(519) 746-7900
www.kwhonda.com

READY HONDA
430 Hensall Circle
Mississauga, ON
(855) 896-0430
www.readyhonda.com
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MODERN
 CLASSIC

Its Neo-Sports Café styling pays tribute to legendary CB 
sportbikes of the past, but look closer, and marvel at all the 
high-tech elements that make up the 2019 Honda CB650R. 
This fusion of classic with contemporary gives you the 
performance of a sportbike, the relaxed comfort of a naked 
standard, and the pure joy of motorcycling at its best.

act can sometimes feel overwhelming, all 
well-travelled women riders report count-
less incidents of immense kindness, gen-
erosity and encouragement from men and 
women alike. There is definitely a healthy 
dose of goodwill out there for female ad-
venture riders.

The feminist revolution didn’t make 
much of a dent outside the West so in the 
developing world, as a general rule, men 
do the drinking, smoking and driving 
(sometimes all at the same time) and wom-
en look after the home and have babies. 
This is of course normal life for the major-
ity of the world’s population, but it can be 
a bit of a culture shock to the independent 
Western woman arriving on a motorcycle 
fresh out of emancipated Europe or North 
America. Bear in mind though that in their 
world you yourself are a one-woman, two-
wheeled, travelling culture shock. You’ll 
be a novelty item everywhere you go, so 
expect to be stared at, pointed at, quizzed 
and (hey, if you’re lucky) even poked and 
mauled. There’s nothing quite like be-
ing surrounded by a crowd of shouting, 
sleeve-tugging men yelling ‘Where is hus-
band?’ to make you want to roar off into 
the distance. While this can be intimidat-
ing at times, it’s generally borne out of 
genuine curiosity, so if you can grin and 
bear it with a friendly smile, and brush off 
unwanted overtures without bruising any-
one’s ego, you should manage to ease your 

way out of most situations leaving every-
one’s pride intact. 

Although there are some generalisations 
that can be made about the experience of 
being a woman on the road, situations dif-
fer depending on where you are. Culture 
and religious beliefs will determine a large 
part of your experience and how you’re 
viewed as a female, especially if travelling 
solo.

Latin America is a popular destination 
for women riders, as it’s certainly one of 
the safest and most comfortable places in 
which to travel, once you understand that 
the Latin male ego is as fragile as his coun-
try’s economy and must be indulged. When 
you enter Mexico from the US there’s no 
official sign saying ‘Welcome to Macho-
world – you are now entering the land of 
the Latin Lover’ but it’s obvious that from 
here on, you’re playing by a different set of 
rules. Masculinity reigns supreme and the 
division of the sexes is abundantly clear. 
Machismo is as much a part of the Latin 
American culture as dictatorships and civil 
war, and this is simply a fact that one has to 
accept. On the whole this macho approach 
manifests itself as chivalry rather than 
lechery but nonetheless, travelling solo in 
this part of the world can require some re-
adjustment of your behaviour and at times, 
severe gritting of the teeth. But there’s no 
use in allowing it to wind you up as this 
only provides extra entertainment for your 

‘admirers’ while spoiling 
your day. It’s hard, but any 
feminist principles are best 
left at the Mexican border 
in the receptacle provided.

Africa is a tougher 
proposition. Some Muslim 
countries can be an isolat-
ing experience for women 
who often find themselves 
facing what can appear to 
be hostility from the male 
population. It takes a re-
formatting of one’s cul-
tural hard-drive to under-
stand that when someone 
refuses to speak to or look 
at you, they’re in fact be-
ing respectful rather than 
rude! Often you’ll encoun-
ter complete incredulity 
that a woman is capable of 
riding a motorcycle ‘like a 
man’. In the Algerian Sa-
hara I was once detained at 
a highway checkpoint, just 
because I was a woman – 

they simply couldn’t believe I wanted to 
be taking part in such an ‘unladylike’ pur-
suit! Even though, the rewards to be gained 
from travelling by motorcycle through this 
beautiful and fascinating part of the world 
far outweigh any negatives, and for a less 
intense version, Morocco and Tunisia pro-
vide a more tourist-friendly, Westernised 
experience. 

South of the Sahara being ignored will 
be the least of your problems. The atten-
tion you will garner as a girl on a motor-
cycle is usually completely harmless but 
it can be intimidating when each time you 
stop you’re surrounded by a clamouring 
group who think nothing of touching you 
and your belongings. You do eventually 
get used to it and realise that your sense 
of ‘personal space’ should have been sent 
home with your feminist principles. Like 
most places on this earth, the further away 
you get from heavily populated areas, the 
more pleasant your African experience 
will be. 

Many women riders report favourable 
experiences in Asia, especially in what are 
thought to be challenging countries like 
Iran and Pakistan, where they tell tales of 
lavish hospitality and genuine friendliness. 
My own experiences in Iran were the most 
generous and heart-warming of any coun-
try I have visited, particularly the inter-
actions with the younger generation who 

The turquoise waters of Lake Muncho, British Columbia, Lois on the Loose

WOMEN RIDERS
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are keen, verging on desperate to connect 
with anyone from the ‘outside world’. The 
older guys have a more traditional view of 
a woman’s place in society but this rarely 
translates as a hostile reception (unless 
they happen to be an Ayatollah or a mem-
ber of the Revolutionary Guard, in which 
case, tuck your hair into your helmet and 
pin the throttle). Although initially wary 
about venturing into what is considered an 
unwelcoming country for Western women, 
it soon became apparent that Iran was go-
ing to be one of the highlights of my mo-
torcycle travels and I felt safer there than in 
certain areas of London! It was disconcert-
ing at first when passing motorists would 
drive up close, blasting their horns and 
yelling out their windows at me but they 
were usually just waving with hysterical 
excitement at seeing a foreign motorcycle 
on the road, inviting me to their house for 
tea or filming me on their smartphones. 

Any lascivious behaviour you may en-
counter in Islamic countries can usually be 
handled with a firm brush-off, or a hefty 
shove if it gets physical. As a woman 
you’re rarely viewed as a threat and if 
you’re travelling solo you’ll often find that 
the locals will feel sorry for you, and actu-
ally want to look after you. In these more 
family-centred cultures it’s inconceivable 
that a woman would want to put herself in 
such a supposedly dangerous situation! So 
rather than the predictable horrors that the 
folks back home will warn you about, you 
may find it’s the excessive hospitality that 
gets you in the end. When dealing with 
male officials it can be helpful to carry 
photos of your family, invent a ‘respect-
able’ profession like a teacher, and talk 
about your father a lot. 

Travelling in Muslim countries does of 
course bring its own set of rules for wom-
en travellers; simple things like shaking 
hands or walking alone with a man can be 
misread and in places the dress code re-
quired is not exactly conducive to motor-
cycling. It can be a frustrating business to 
have to constantly cover up, especially in 
hot weather, and it’s hard to avoid getting 
oil stains on your hijab while you’re doing 
your routine checks each morning.

As a motorcyclist you already have a 
huge advantage over the average gap-year 
student trudging her sorry way along the 
backpacker trail. Although you’re not to-
tally exempt from harassment while riding 
– filtering through grid-locked, sweltering 
Lima while being barraged with lewd sug-
gestions from the stationary cars was one 

particularly memorable day for me – the 
bike will almost always help in gaining 
you respect. Arriving in a town on a mo-
torcycle invariably raises you to near-male 
status from some men’s viewpoint, while 
promoting you to a Wonder Woman fig-
ure in the eyes of the women who, never 
having even contemplated leaving their 
village, let alone on a motorcycle, will 
proclaim you to be very brave. Just don’t 
tell ‘em how easy it is or the world will 
fall apart!

In the developing nations, family and 
married life feature more prominently than 
in Western society and you’ll frequently 
find yourself being quizzed about your 
personal situation. As well as discussing 
your family and carrying photos of them, it 
can be useful to invent a husband who has 
just nipped off to buy some bike parts (or 
another suitably manly pursuit). Through-
out Latin America I wore a fake wedding 
ring, giving me instant respectability 
and helping me out of all sorts of tricky 
situations, including negotiating my way 
through a Mexican roadblock with a hast-
ily concocted tale of my devoted spouse 
urgently awaiting my arrival 
in the next town. But where 
my imaginary husband re-
ally came into his own was 
at police and military check-
points where I was regularly 
met with the two standard 
questions: ‘Are you mar-
ried?’ ‘YES!’ and ‘Do you 
have any drugs?’ ‘NO!’ Get 
these answers the wrong 
way round and you could 
find yourself on the receiv-
ing end of a marriage pro-
posal from a prison warder.

While the pestering is 
undoubtedly annoying, it’s 
usually harmless and often 
tempered with a gentleman-
ly regard for old-fashioned 
chivalry. God forbid that a 
woman should adjust her 
chain tension or even check 
her oil unaided! So when 
Jose (who was pinching your 
ass in the supermarket a few 
hours previously) spies you 
by the roadside miserably 
watching oil pouring out of 
your crankcase, any unsa-
voury thoughts are banished 
by the gleaming opportunity 
that has presented itself: to 

be a knight-mechanic in shining armour! 
Tools, pick-up trucks, friends, brothers 
are all rounded up and an unholy cacoph-
ony of banging and clanking ensues until 
you’re up and running again, with not a 
pinched bottom in sight. There is only one 
rule in this situation which must be heed-
ed: Do not offer any advice. Even if you 
absolutely know they’re doing something 
wrong, or they’ve picked up the wrong 
size socket, or haven’t replaced the washer 
or whatever. Don’t try telling them. As far 
as they’re concerned, you wouldn’t know 
a 12mm ring from a loaf of bread. And 
more importantly, they don’t want you to 
know anything – it’ll only spoil their fun 
and offend their sensibilities. So just sit 
there, let them over-tighten the bolts and 
make precise adjustments by hitting things 
with tyre levers. Once again, a feminist 
stance has about as much currency here as 
the Argentinean peso in Alaska.

Of course you don’t want to go around 
shunning contact with every swaggering 
moustachioed man you see (well, maybe 
you do). But there’s that fine line to be 
trod between using your common sense 

Fitting new clutch plates, getting ready 
for many more tough miles

WOMEN RIDERS
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Th r e e 
B o o k s 
by Lois 

Pryce
There are quite 

a number of mo-
torcycling travel 
books on my fa-
vourites shelf. 
Taking a motor-
cycle a long way, 

especially when that takes the traveller 
off the beaten path, or happened before 
most of the world’s roads were beaten into 
shape, is inviting adventure. Lois Pryce is 
not afraid to tread where the hand of man 
has seldom set foot.

Before I became aware of Lois Pryce I 
had read accounts by a number of inspir-
ing women adventure riders. My favourite 
was Englishwoman Peggy Iris Thomas 

who wrote Gasoline Gypsy about her 
trip, with her dog Matelot, on a 125cc 
BSA Bantam around Canada, the US and 
Mexico in 1950 to 1952. Melissa Hol-
brook Pierson describes what it is that 
makes motorcycling so great in her book 
The Perfect Vehicle. Many other female 
writers have inspired me, but the most 
enjoyable was Lois’s book Lois on the 
Loose, where she writes very entertain-
ingly about a madcap ride (after quitting 
a cubicle job at the BBC) from Alaska to 
Tierra del Fuego. Lois tells a great story of 
her daily life aboard a 225cc Yamaha XT 
Serow trail bike (named after a sturdy little 
mountain goat) – a bike that turned out, de-
spite all the ‘experts’ derision, as being the 
right choice. Her words are crisp, her story 
both funny and evocative. She tells what 
if ‘feels’ like to be on such a journey. We 
feel her joy, her pain, her frustrations, and 

her ultimate satisfaction. With-
out blowing her own horn she 
conveys her resilience and grit. 
I enjoyed it immensely. I want to 
go on a journey just like hers.

So, when Lois’ second book, 
Red Tape and White Knuckles 
came out, about riding from 
London to Cape Town, I had 

to read it, and I was not disappointed. 
But her third book, to me, was the most 
important. Due to biased press coverage 
mostly caused by political change in the 
Islamic world, we have collectively been 
fed a false story of Iran, or more correctly, 
of its people. Lois decided to put the re-
cord straight by riding, as a woman alone, 
through the Islamic State. Her story, won-
derfully told in Revolutionary Ride, tells 
of a people with a very strong history 
and culture, and a tradition of welcom-
ing strangers that political repression has 
not erased. Sure, she comes across the oc-
casional incidence of ignorance and bul-
lying, but that’s not unique to Iran. The 
story shows that Iran, or Persia as it was 
known for centuries, is its people, not its 
government – its history, not its rules, its 
traditions and culture, not its policies. A 
lesson we should all remember for many 
countries, including those close to our own 
border. For anyone interested in under-
standing our world a little better, and put-
ting aside misguided prejudices, this book 
is a must-read. You will be the better for 
it. And it’s still a great tale of motorcycle 
adventure riding.

I look forward to Lois’ next.  •

SOME GREAT MOTORCYCLE 
ADVENTURE READING

By 
John E. Pepper

and turning into a paranoid wreck. One of 
the most remarkable features of life on the 
road is how your instinct becomes honed, 
almost like a muscle, as a result of being 
used on a constant basis. In a foreign land 
where everything is alien - from the lan-
guage to the food to the climate, it is all 
you have that is unvarying and reliable and 
you will learn to trust it like never before. 
Listen to it! If a situation seems weird, 
maybe you don’t like the feel of the place 
you are staying or the guy at the hotel is 
giving you the creeps, or you think you’re 
on the wrong roads, or whatever it may be, 
always go with your instinct – because it 
will invariably be right. 

But the communicating and mingling 

with the locals is all part of the experience, 
and travelling by motorcycle makes this a 
much more viable prospect than it is for 
the backpackers who are bussing it from 
one tourist attraction to the next. Your 
common sense will naturally find that cor-
rect level of wariness while still satisfying 
your urge for adventure. Just remember to 
be patient and genial while retaining an 
air of confidence, even if you don’t feel it 
at the time. Some of the people you meet 
may not see things the way you do, but 
for the short time that your paths cross, it 
doesn’t really matter.

And finally...
In the run up to your departure you’ll be 

inundated with horror stories from well-

meaning friends, colleagues and family 
members. ‘You’ll get raped!’ I remember 
one panic-stricken acquaintance of mine 
declaring hysterically as I set off into 
Mexico. These people must be ignored. Of 
course, one can’t deny that bad things can 
happen and that there are nasty people out 
there. But this is as applicable to Toronto 
as it is to Tehran. It may be worth point-
ing out to the doom merchants that good 
things can also happen and there are nice 
people out there too. 

Sure, you’ll have some tough days, mis-
erable days, and days when you wish you 
hadn’t got up – that’s life. But you’ll never 
wish you hadn’t set off. • 

- lois@loisontheloose.com

WOMEN RIDERS
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Available on:

For countless makes and 
models visit autoTRADER.ca  
or download our mobile app.

autoTRADER.ca is the leading digital marketplace in Canada for all 
things wheels, generating 14.5 million visits each month, and more 
than 4.1 million mobile app downloads. With the largest new and used 
motorcycle dealer inventory available in Canada,  
you can use our desktop and mobile app  
to find the ride of your dreams.

Browse the largest  
motorcycle dealer inventory!

autoTRADER.ca acquired Canada Moto Guide 
(CMG) in late 2017. As the leading online motorcycle 
publication in Canada, CMG features anything and 
everything fans and shoppers need to know 
about the motorcycle world. The partnership 
continues to flourish, as these two key players 
dominate the motorcycle industry through 
research, inventory selection and news.
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It all started out 
so innocently. 
I was simply 

looking for a few 
missing bits required 
to complete my own 
305 Super Hawk 
restoration. That’s 
when my good 
friend Enzo invited 
me to rummage 

through his enormous stash of parts. Knee 
deep in his basement was a treasure trove 
of vintage 60’s Honda parts. He allowed 
me to fish out a few much-needed gems 
and then refused to take any compensa-
tion. Just another swell vintage motor-
cycle guy helping out a fellow enthusiast, 
I thought. Seems you really do meet the 
nicest people “on” a Honda or apparently, 
even while foraging through their rusty re-
cycled remains.

Then came Enzo’s question; “How 
would you feel about building a motor for 
me?” Well you can immediately see my 

dilemma, how could I refuse after he had 
been so generous?  And so the winter-long 
journey of the Enzo Escapade began.

Building a motor in itself wasn’t a big 
problem. I’d done quite a 
few for myself and others. 
My small 800 square foot 
shop, housing my own fleet 
of Hondas, wouldn’t be too 
taxed for space. However 
not long after this gentle-
man’s agreement was cast, a 
new situation transpired that 
would change the whole dy-
namic.

Enzo was experiencing a 
subtle change in his living 
arrangements. He had to 
move and consequently his 
large stash of Honda parts 
and motorcycles suddenly 
morphed, switching instant-

ly from an asset to a liability. As his per-
sonal status evolved, so too did our discus-
sions, and the plot of the whole escapade 
began to thicken. I made a rather foolish 
suggestion and he jumped at the chance. 
Perhaps I could take all the Super Hawk 
parts off his hands, build him a complete 
restored bike from the best bits and as pay-
ment keep all the leftovers for myself. It 
seemed like the perfect solution. It was a 
win-win situation, right up until the trucks 
showed up. Then the gravity of the situa-
tion hit me hard, where on earth was I go-
ing to stash all this stuff?

My small workshop began filling up 
fast. Frames, wheels, motors and boxes of 
parts rapidly overwhelmed me. My tiny 
organized space was now hopelessly in-
fected with floor to ceiling “Superhawki-
tis.” Now the real fun began. Every box 
and part had to be inspected and catego-
rized for the future build. Over the next 

THE ENZO
ESCAPADE
By
Sam Longo

1967 HONDA CB77 SUPER HAWK

Photos by Longo

The completed Super Hawk

All shiny and ready to fit in the frame

REVIVING CLASSICS
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few weeks I painstakingly sorted the “A” 
pile and the “B” pile. Most of the “B” pile 
could then be stored elsewhere to give me 
a little more working space. In my estima-
tion, close to 4 complete bikes were scat-
tered in various states of condition and as-
sembly.

The next stage was to get all the best 
“A” parts off to be sandblasted and paint-
ed. John Connery was chosen for the 
task and he did a beautiful job laying on 
the classic red paint with silver fenders 
and side covers. Enzo had also collected 
a fantastic array of “new old stock” parts 
in anticipation, including original exhaust 
pipes, mufflers, seat, proper grey cables 
and many engine internals. While waiting 

for the paint to be completed I began the 
engine building process. Although tech-
nically “over restored” getting the engine 
cases polished instead of painting really 
makes the power plant pop. All the pol-
ishing and additional chassis chroming 
was carried out by Mayfair Plating, and as 
always Chuck Kotowick did a stellar job. 
The other nice thing about having so much 
to choose from is I could build the project 
as a true “Numbers Matching” bike. With 
sixties Hondas the frame and engine num-
bers should be within about 300 numbers 
of each other to be considered matching. 
Despite the fact that the engines changed 
little during the 8 years of CB77 produc-
tion, having correct numbers always adds 

value to a finished restoration.
By the time the painted parts returned, 

the freshly assembled motor was gleaming 
on my workbench, a jewel of 60’s Honda 
technology. The newly assembled wheels 
and tires were also ready to go, so it wasn’t 
long before I had a rolling chassis ready. 
Enzo’s little Honda was progressing rap-
idly now and I was determined to deliver it 
by early spring.

My own Super Hawk café racer was 
starting to look a little shabby beside this 
pristine example rising from extinction, 
but fortunately the “B” pile of parts pro-
duced some really nice upgrades. Even 
this lowly little “Giro” bike seemed to 
shine a little brighter in the company of 
Enzo’s pampered prize.

The winter days passed quickly as I 
persevered through the wiring and final 
assembly stages. Finally it was time for 
some fuel, a battery and a push into the 
sunshine. Careful attention to engine setup 
and timing allowed the bike to fire right 
up. A few more carburetor tweaks and it 
was idling nicely with a reassuringly tight 
sounding top end. There was still snow on 
the ground around the shop, but the roads 
were dry so I took it for a few shakedown 
runs. Thanks to all those NOS parts it was 
a joy to ride, with very few issues. I called 
Enzo to come and get his new bike. He 
arrived with his trailer and a few knowl-
edgeable cronies who really knew about 
Super Hawks. Each buddy took it for a 
spin in turn and each returned with a smile 
on their face. Satisfied that the transaction 
was done, they happily tied it down and 
off it went.

Unfortunately for me the Enzo Esca-
pade was far from over. In the following 
months, yet another CB77 arose from the 
archaic abyss. A nice presentable “B” bike 
was completed and sold along with a few 
parts to help clear the shop. I had finally 
cured my workspace of “Superhawkitis” 
just in time for the next infection, a sordid, 
seized-solid, CB450 Bomber project. Mer-
cifully, I was done with the Super Hawks. 
Sometimes a change is as good as a rest! •  

- zimlon@rogers.com

The Honda CB77, or 305 Super Hawk, was seen by many as Honda’s first sportbike when it was first introduced in 1961. The 
305cc overhead cam straight twin was considered large and powerful compared to other Japanese offerings at the time. By today’s 
standards its 28 hp and almost 170 kph top speed was tame, but it could give other bikes of the day, especially larger-displacement 
British twins a good run for its money, and it was leak-free and reliable. Robert Pirsig (Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, 
1974) rode one on his famous philosophical ride with his son from Minnesota to California, and Elvis Presley owned one which he 
rode in the 1964 movie Roustabout. The Super Hawk was produced until 1968.

Red is such a great colour

REVIVING CLASSICS
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Think about 
that state-
ment.  How 

does a base jumper describe that moment, 
poised post leap before the fall begins or 
a downhill ski racer when the violence of 
clattering steel edges on ice melts away 
into the serene. To the outsider we must 
seem hectic and loud, maybe even a threat. 
A flurry of complicated jabs and stabs at 
unfathomable controls as we rush by them 
leaving echoes of strange sounds and col-
ors in our wake. But for us, well you know 
the silence we find inside of the roar and 
how we crave it. How we must sometimes 
escape from this world.

Cornered by Superior and Ontario my 
home can drown in the humidity that is 
sucked out of those Great Lakes in the lull 
of summer but if you rise early, before the 
oppression can take hold, nirvana waits to 
be found on a twisting north country road.

As the night raced its way to the west a 
single finch tests the new day, awakening 
them all and their symphony plays to a cre-
scendo in the gloom. The tink of a spoon 
against porcelain sounds strange and hol-
low in comparison, and as I set the coffee 
mug down to check the chain’s tension, it 
begins. In that moment, while still pinch-
ing the links, I close my eyes and hear the 
silence as the predawn of my garage disap-
pears. I feel the sublime workings of a bal-
anced bike as suspension and chassis tell 
me of the dangers and the joy and trusting 
my life to this machine I linger at axles and 
caliper bolts. The safety wire assures me 
that the physical things are ready.

The bird song stops and I gather my 
gear, it’s time. Zippers cocoon me inside 
of leather and carbon fiber and as I shrug 
one last time to fit, the brawn of my suit 
becomes a part of me and I feel like I am 
home. I was made for this. 

A final check of the bike and then a fa-

miliar squeeze as the 
helmet slips on and D 
rings are threaded and 
pulled tight without a 
thought. This world 
and its harrowing 
ways begin to fade 
and I know that my 
mind is ready.

A simple press of a 
button and the engine 
explodes into a puls-
ing rhythm as the gear 
driven camshafts con-
trol the violence. Un-
like the din of modern 
life this sound I fell in 
love with years ago 
and in my mind’s eye I see the cogs spin-
ning in the oily dark behind the magne-
sium covers, seamless in their perfection. 
Clutch, then snick into first. Fuel and air to 
match the friction and I make my escape. 

The first rays of sun find a path through 
the trees and smiling behind the dark vi-
sor I flash through as every moment in this 
new world brings wonder and anticipation 
of the next.  Electric green grass and the 
smell of freshly cut hay overwhelm me 
but then light and dark strobe again and I 
am reset. Now forest and swamp warn of 
wet patches in the shadows and as the road 
dips I shiver through a cloud of morning 
mist and somewhere in that murk I found 
the silence.

Again, flittering shadows bring lost 
loves and forgotten places from the edge 
of my memory. I hear soft laughter inside 
my helmet as rocky farmland whisks by, 
is that me? 

Like being inside an old movie projector 
the flickering sunlight shows me moments 
out of time. Friends, alive and dead ride 
in formation and from the roadside half a 
century of experiences watch as I zoom 

past with my heart exposed in the wind. 
The thrum of spinning tires tells me of a 
fable where control and abandon are found 
together, just up the road a piece.

As the roar of today’s world perceives 
the threat I pose, it begs me to stop but 
it’s too late. My mechanical maven surges 
ahead carrying me away from the grind of 
life as it tries one last time to hold on but 
the curves are coming. 

Systems check and the cool tires squirm. 
Gently now, a few turns first and then as 
grip returns, I move forward and caress the 
controls. The man-made scar that I ride on 
swoops and dives and takes me past a lake, 
one of the thousands of blue splashes here 
in the rocky highlands.

Time runs short now as a feeble bleat 
from far behind catches up to me. A ves-
tige filled with all the deadlines and pres-
sure, the worry and waste, the hate and it’s 
gaining ground. Damn you, not yet and as 
I smile behind the dark visor the engine 
blares and the wind fills my ears but beau-
tiful silence is what I hear. Sun and shade 
flash and I am reset, the roar is gone. •

- on1wheel@live.ca

THE SILENCE 
OF THE ROAR
By
David Rusk

Photos by Rusk

The roar is silent…, for now

THE JOY OF RIDING
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We didn’t get a lot of riding in last May at the 2018 North American Vincent 
Owners Rally.  Once we rolled into Kerrville, Texas the forecast was for five 
days of rain and that’s exactly what we got.  Spirits were not dampened however 
since our hosts, the Lone Star section of the Vincent Owners Group, went all 
out with the biggest Texas welcome we could have imagined.  At the rally hotel 
headquarters it was easy to get caught up in conversations with large groups and 
small, about all things Vincent.  

By
Bar & Hedy Hodgson

LONE STAR VINCENT RALLY 

Riders were bound and determined to go on the group ride to the Lone Star 
Motorcycle Museum.  The rain let up for most of the ride, leaving an eerie fog 
throughout the surrounding hills.  Great twisty roads took us there with hardly 
any traffic other than about thirty Vincents.

The Lone Star Motorcycle Museum in Vanderpool, Texas is owned by 
Alan Johncock and his wife, Debbie. They have a wonderful collection 
of motorcycles from the 1910s to present, and a workshop area at the 
back in full view of museum visitors, plus a café where we were all were 
able to quench our thirst before departing on the second leg of the ride.  

We found the ultimate spot to experience some TexMex food 
at Mamacita’s restaurant in Kerrville which is designed as a 
Mexican village square and hosted a very boisterous clientele 
that night.  The only thing missing was a Mariachi band!

Never mind the downpour, all bikes were on full display 
for the Concours on the final day of the Rally.  After all, 
these bikes were manufactured in England and probably 
have a built-in tolerance for getting wet.  

WAYPOINTS

T E X A S 
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A superb example of an Egli Vincent, one of the stars of the show. 

A surprise guest, all the way from 
England, turned up at the rally banquet 
on Saturday night.  This is Philip Vincent 
Day, grandson of Phil Vincent, the 
founder of Vincent Motorcycles.  We had 
to get a shot of his tattoo featuring the 
iconic Vincent Mercury logo.

What bear?  Deep into an after-dinner discussion, Bar and his good friend 
Jimmy seem unaware of the bear that appears ready to pounce on them in 
the hotel lobby. 

Texas was spectacular.  We had wanted to get there for a number of years and 
with the Lone stars section of the Vincent Owners Club hosting the North 
American Rally we were provided the perfect opportunity to visit Texas hill 
country. We put 3,000 miles on our motorhome, going from Florida to Texas 
then back to Canada, stopping on the way home at Crater of Diamonds Na-
tional Park in Arkansas, and Nashville, Tennessee. • 

Altogether there were seventy-five Vincents from all over North America 
lined up on the final day.

Parked across from the Rally headquarters, at the Crackerbarrel restaurant, 
we spotted this car hauler with 7 brand new police cars headed for El Paso

WAYPOINTS
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As mo-
torcy-
c l i s t s 

in Canada, 
we’ve been 
chomping at 
the bit all win-
ter long, wait-
ing for warmer 
weather so we 
can get out and 
ride. Perhaps 
touring the 
Spring Motor-

cycle Show has tempted you into purchas-
ing a new machine. Maybe you’ll hang 
onto your existing bike to start your own 
fleet, but if you’re looking to make room 
in your garage and bank account, we’ve 
got some tips on how to make the selling 
process as smooth as possible. 

Inventory and search data from auto-
TRADER.ca indicate that more Canadians 
are on the hunt for their next motorcycle 
during springtime than any other season, 
with a 20 per cent spike in average month-
ly vehicle searches during March, April 
and May. This means that there are more 
eyeballs on the site, but also more compe-
tition, so it’s important to craft a quality 
listing that will separate yours from the 
rest. 

Much like the act of home staging which 
has been gaining popularity in recent 
years, there are some things you can do to 
present your vehicle in the best possible 
light to help facilitate a quick sale at top 
dollar. Follow these simple steps achiev-
ing a faster, less stressful sale this spring.

 Do Your Homework
Not only does autoTRADER.ca’s in-

tuitive functionality allow you to creat-
ing a listing easily (and for free), but it 
also helps walk you through the process 
to ensure you list as much information as 
possible and will assist with identifying a 
fair price based on motorcycles of similar 
make, model, mileage and condition. Not 
only will this help you properly price your 

own motorcycle, but it will assist you 
in the negotiation process by showing 
comparable models. 

Stage Your Ride
Make your motorcycle as present-

able as possible by thoroughly clean-
ing and making sure it is in good 
working order. Touch up scratches, 
scuff and dents. Excessive wheel 
scuffs or tank scratches may not seem 
like much, but they are telling clues as 
to how the vehicle was treated during 
your ownership so have them touched 
up or buffed out. 

Properly inflate tires with air and 
ensure fluids are freshly topped up. 
Take care of any nagging maintenance 
issues rather than making them the 
burden of the potential buyer, unless 
the purchase price reflects the fact that 
work is needed. Some sellers even go 
as far as proactively having the bike 
certified by a licensed mechanic to 
remove any doubt of its condition. 
Presenting your bike in the best pos-
sible light will show a pride of ownership. 
You want to remove as many roadblocks 
as possible that would stand in the way of 
someone making the decision to purchase. 
People want the experience of buying a 
new motorcycle, even when buying a used 
one. They don’t want to be left with some-
one else’s half-finished project.

Paperwork
Be prepared with all the associated 

paperwork, ownership and maintenance 
records, any required Ministry of Trans-
portation documentation and certification 
documents and even official notice from 
a financial institution identifying that the 
vehicle is free of liens and owned outright.

  Detailed Description
Streamline the process as much as pos-

sible to ensure that time isn’t being wasted 
by you or a potential buyer though pro-
viding as much applicable information as 
possible. List any upgrades, modifications 
or accessories included in the sale, along 
with ownership and collision history if it 

is relevant. 
Photoshoot
Once the motorcycle is washed and 

ready, take some time to capture detailed 
images in good light with a simple back-
ground. The motorcycle is the star in this 
production. With all the models available 
for purchase, you want to set yours apart 
from comparable models so that potential 
buyers don’t keep scrolling by. Provide as 
many angles as possible and show detail of 
any unique modifications or accessories. 

This process may seem daunting but 
following these steps will help put money 
in your pocket and create space in your 
garage…for another motorcycle. Listing 
your motorcycle is free and easy to do, so 
what are you waiting for?

 
Dustin Woods is the Managing Editor of 

Canada Moto Guide and Associate Editor 
for autoTRADER.ca. He has been travel-
ing around the globe riding and reviewing 
motorcycles for 13 years. •

By
Dustin Woods
autoTRADER.ca

TIPS FOR A STRESS-FREE
BIKE SALE 

MAKING ROOM
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2 YEARS 
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Subscribe to the digital version of
CYCLE CANADA

Take advantage of attractive rates.
Subscribe today on cyclecanadaweb.com,  

via our Facebook Shop (@cyclecanada)  
or by calling toll-free 1 855 965-9494.
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LIFETIME
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 82762  

ORDER YOUR HOOSIER MX TIRES
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A D V E N T U R E
CONTEST

MOTORCYCLE BLOG AND PODCAST
FOR TODAYS RIDER

WWW.JUSTRIDIN.COM
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Everyone who loves to ride asks the 
same question – why is my insur-
ance so high? Let’s try to demystify 

why it is so expensive and how you can 
save money.

How can I save money on my motorcy-
cle insurance?

Get a bike that is equal to your years of 
experience and driving record. A fast bike 
and a young person often end in a high 
percentage of severe accidents. Insurance 
companies know this and need to charge 
more to cover the severity of claim to cover 
medical bills and long-term health issues 
that may arise. Also, refresh your riding 
skills by taking a rider training course. If 
you are not sure which bike to get or which 
rider training course to take, give a broker 
that specializes in motorcycle insurance a 
call. They will be happy to assist you.

What else can I do to save money?
Bundle your bike, home and auto insur-

ance. Most companies view motorcycle 
insurance as one of the highest risks they 
can insure so they encourage you to place 
your home and auto with them to offset the 
risk. If you work with an insurance broker 
that specializes first in motorcycle insur-
ance and home and auto second they will 
have negotiated special rates for riders 
that bundle everything. Try to avoid direct 
writers and brokers that are generalists. 
Their motorcycle rates are likely designed 

to be punitive since this is their sideline 
not their mainline business.

Why is motorcycle insurance so much 
more expensive than auto insurance, 
especially since I only ride it five or six 
months of the year?

Statistically speaking motorcycle claims 
can be exponentially larger and more in-
volved compared to cars.  Because of these 
facts, insurance companies need to charge 
more to offset the higher risk and costs of 
insuring motorcycles.

Why work with a broker who special-
izes in motorcycle insurance? Why not 
just go to where I insure my car and 
home?

Most insurance companies do not want 
to insure your motorcycle. They view 
motorcycles and their riders as high risk. 
When insuring your bike, you need to seek 
out an expert, a specialist in motorcycle 
insurance that has hand-selected a group 
of insurance companies that view motor-
cyclists as great risks. By working with a 
broker who understands and insures thou-
sands of riders, you can rest assured that 
you are working with an expert. 

Why don’t I just go online and get the 
lowest price from whomever is offering 
motorcycle insurance? 
If you self-served and bought your insur-
ance online with no advice and were not 

advised of proper coverages relating to 
your income replacement and payment 
of your medical bills, you could have a 
shortfall that could cause devastating and 
severe financial consequences. Make sure 
you are dealing with a broker who will get 
it right and make sure they have insured 
you with experts in handling motorcycle 
claims. Saving a few bucks could cost you 
dearly. Make sure you get the right cover-
age for your circumstances.

Who should I call when I need motor-
cycle insurance or just want free advice 
from an expert in motorcycle insur-
ance?

Riders Plus Insurance is Ontario’s 
leader in motorcycle insurance and has 
been specializing in insuring motorcycles 
for the past 20 years. Due to the demand 
of our customers and in an effort to save 
them more money, we can now bundle all 
of your insurance including your home 
and auto insurance. We now can also offer 
you insurance on snowmobiles, cottages, 
ATVs, RVs and much more. Call us today 
for a free, no-obligation quote. Ask us to 
bundle your motorcycle with your home 
and auto. New riders and experienced rid-
ers are always welcome. •

- www.ridersplus.com

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE

ASK THE EXPERTS
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Vi c k i 
G r a y 
is not 

unique among 
great motorcy-
clists. Women 
have been break-
ing boundaries 
and crossing 
borders since the 
beginning. There 
isn’t enough 

space here to list them all, let alone their 
achievements. I would say that Vicki is 
following in the footsteps of the greats like 
Theresa Wallach, the Van Buren sisters 
and 1930s racer Ilse Thouret, but Vicki is 
not a ‘footsteps’ kind of person. She rides 
her own path.

Among Vicki Gray’s achievements as a 
motorcyclist is her role in founding Inter-
national Female Ride Day. This truly inter-
national event binds women motorcyclists 
around the world – from Brazil to Iceland, 
from India to Ireland to Israel, from South 
Africa to the ancient lands of Egypt and 
Greece. The locations vary, but it’s always 
held the first Saturday of May every year. 
International Female Ride Day was started 
in Canada. Be proud that Canada is leading 
this and many other social movements to 
champion acceptance and equal treatment, 
and to resist negative attitudes around the 
world. With IFRD there is no judgment – it 
makes no difference the size of your bike, 
the type, or even if you had to rent it. The 
important thing is to ‘just get out and ride.

The next IFRD on May 4th includes a 
large gathering in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina, but there are many others – in To-
ronto, Vancouver and many other places. 
120 countries of action. Yes, it’s huge, and 
Vicki manages it all. Wherever you are, 
just get out and ride – on your own, with a 
few friends, or as a club. Women, I know 
there’s not much time to plan, but get your 

bikes ready and 
head out. Tell 
your boss it’s an 
international holi-
day, tell your staff 
it’s a marketing 
trip. Who cares, 
just get out there!

In an inter-
view with Caius 
Tenche, founder 
of the Toronto 
M o t o r c y c l e 
Film Festival, 
for which Vicki 
acted as one of 
the judges last 
year, she ascribed 
her inspiration 
to feeling a rush 
similar to taking 
off in her father’s small plane. Riding’s 
about as close to the freedom you can get 
to flying when you’re on the ground. Vicki 
has not let things stand in her way since 
growing up as a small-town tomboy and 
a teenager who barrel-raced horses. Her 
motorcycling ambitions were temporarily 
thwarted when a scooter she had planned 
to buy at 16 couldn’t be sold because some 
parts had been stolen. She tried sailing as 
an outlet for her energy and enthusiasm, 
but it wasn’t until she took a motorcycle 
training course that she was permanently 
hooked. She was a motorcyclist.

Vicki has achieved a lot in the field of 
motorcycling. She has worked as a trainer, 
including for the Netherland Antilles Po-
lice, and has an impressive record as a 
racer and race licence instructor. She raced 
Supersport 600 series in Europe (she has 
Dutch roots) in the 1990s and early 2000s. 
She has had to prove herself, to earn the 
respect of others, particularly those that 
think they know it all. Her success is due 
to the fact that she doesn’t stand down, she 

doesn’t give up, she never says no. She is 
an inspiration – her view is that if people 
can see that she can do it, so can they. She 
doesn’t believe that any categorization 
or preconceptions should hold you back. 
Vicki supports movements around the 
world where women appreciate support, as 
in India and in Saudi Arabia. Vicki is also 
the power behind Motoress, the world’s 
leading women’s on-line motorcycling 
site, and founder of Race Girl Motorsports.

In Vicki’s words “If I’m on a bike and 
moving, I’m happy. Even on a short run 
I’m smiling.” That sums it up for many 
of us, male or female, it makes no differ-
ence. I’ve collected the story of Vicki Gray 
from speaking with herself, from reading 
the many articles out there on Internation-
al Female Ride Day, Motoress and other 
sources, and from the interview in 2018 
with TMFF founder Caius Tenche. If there 
are any errors, they are mine – but there 
can be no argument that Vicki is very de-
serving of this year’s Motorcyclist of the 
Year. • - nortonman@live.ca

By 
John E. Pepper

H O N O U R I N G

VICKI GRAY 

Photo from motoress.com

Vicki Gray on her BMR F800R 

PROFILE

Vicki Gray is Motorcyclist of the Year in the Motorcycle Ambassador category at the Spring Motorcycle Show, April 6.
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Centennial’s Ashtonbee Campus offers:
• Motorcycle Rider Training
• Full M Licence M2 Exit

Motorcycle Rider Training

School of Transportation Part-time Learning 
centennialcollege.ca/motorcycle
416-289-5207 + press 8
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America’s 
f i r s t 
s p o r t -

bike was the 
1920 Indian 
Scout. Irish 
racer and tuner 
Charles Frank-
lin, brought in 
as Indian’s chief 
design engineer, 
convinced Indian 

management of the commercial potential 
for a quick, agile machine with a sporting 
character. To be nimble and light, the bike 
had to be efficiently designed. To this end 
Franklin used rigid semi-unit construction, 
where gearbox and engine were bolted to-
gether, allowing power to be transferred 
by helical gears instead of chains or belts. 
The innovative double-loop cradle frame 
wrapped tightly around the engine, pro-
ducing a stiff, compact and very light 
machine with inherent good handling – 
handling that allowed a sporting rider to 
take full advantage of the power from the 
newly-designed 600cc (36 cubic inch) 
side-valve vee twin. Although the engine 
only produced 11 horsepower, the bike’s 
340 pound weight allowed it to get up to 
speeds of 60 mph. Maybe not as fast in a 
straight line as the bigger 74 cubic inch 
Power Plus, which could top 75 or 80 mph, 
but speed and power that could be used to 
have a lot of fun! Although the bigger ma-
chines were faster, that wasn’t much good 
when long, straight paved roads were 
rare. The compact Scout could run circles 
around its bigger competitors like Harley 
Davidson and Excelsior. Eventually, In-
dian and Franklin upped the capacity to 45 
cubic inches (750cc) to offer more against 
its domestic competition, particularly the 
750cc unit-construction Excelsior Super 
X, and changed the frame to suit, making 

it longer, lower and more stable. It handled 
with ease and precision. Power was ef-
fectively doubled to 22 hp. By 1929 this 

was known as the 101 Scout, which was 
Indian’s first Scout with a front brake. It 
and its racing cousin were very successful. 

THE RE-BIRTH OF

By 
John E. Pepper

I N D I A N

Photo by Pepper

Former RCMP sergeant and CVMG member Dave Martin on 
his 1929 Scout, Geezers on Wheezers, Saskatchewan, 2017

SPOTLIGHT



PG 32 •   SPRINGSHOW MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE   APRIL 2019 VOL. 29/1    

It also became popular with police depart-
ments for urban use.

For a number of reasons, including the 
financial crash of 1929 and some question-
able business decisions, Indian’s fortunes 
fell during the 1930s. One of the com-
pany’s successes during that time was the 
1934 Sport Scout, which used a new ‘key-
stone’ frame concept where the engine/
gearbox unit acted as a stressed member. 
Without a frame under the engine ground 
clearance was also improved. With 750 cc 
(45 cubic inches) there was plenty of pow-
er to go with the great handling, although 
the machines still used girder forks and had 
rigid rear frames. The Scout Pony, later 
known as the Junior Scout, proved popular 
with women riders, many of whom subse-
quently rode the standard Sport Scout.

On the racing scene Ed Kretz won 
the first ever Daytona 200 in 1937, and 
the first 200-mile race in Laconia, New 
Hampshire in 1938. In 1937 a Sport Scout 
achieved over 128 mph at the Muroc dry 
lake in California. Many enthusiasts bored 
out the engine for even more power. And 
we all know the story of New Zealander 
Burt Munro who bored out his very much 
modified 1920 Scout from 600 to 950cc, 
put in overhead valves in place of the orig-
inal sidevalves, stuck it in a homemade 
streamliner, and ran it at just over 190 mph 
at Bonneville in 1967. Much of Indian’s 
success was attributed to the fact that they 
‘didn’t break.’ To distinguish Scouts from 
the competition Indian designer Briggs 
Weaver added the now-iconic skirted 
fenders, although many buyers threw these 
away. Oh, if only we knew where… The 
Sport Scout was produced until 1942. 

For me, riding the new 
2015 Indian Scout was a 
blast, despite stepping off a 
BMW R1100S after a cou-
ple of hundred kilometers of high-speed 
riding. At 100 hp the Scout actually puts 
out 2 more horsepower than the Beemer, 
and despite it’s unfaired format and ‘un-
familiar’ riding stance, it was a surpris-
ingly fun and agile ride. As a sport-tourer 
traditionalist (I don’t use bar risers) the 
seating position was frankly weird and not 
what I’d expect from the rebirth of Charles 
Franklin’s Scout sportbike of the roaring 
twenties, but it worked. I couldn’t test it to 
its limits (this was Headingley, Manitoba), 
but I’d like to some day. It may not be my 

style of bike, but it sure was great to expe-
rience what Indian had become in almost a 
century. • - nortonman@live.ca

Sources:
• Franklin’s Indians (Sucher, Pick-

ering, Diamond & Havelin, Veloce Pub-
lishing)

• The Indian, 1901-1978 (Tod Raf-
ferty, Chartwell Books)

• Indian, America’s First Motor-
cycle Company (Darwin Holmstrom, Mo-
torbooks)

CVMG member Fred Martin with his 1925 Indian 
Scout

A beautiful day for riding, Dave Martin and his 1929 Scout on 
the Geezers on Wheezers run

SPOTLIGHT

Photo by Pepper

Photo by Paul Charles

Photo by Pepper
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78th Daytona 200 
Bike Week Recap  

Daytona TT
For the third 

year in a row a 
member of the 
Indian Wreck-
ing Crew won 
the Daytona TT.  
Briar Bauman 
dominated the 25-

lap main event run on a new track that 
included the 18-degree paved banking 
of the superspeedway.  Henry Wiles also 
riding an Indian FTR750 finished second 
5.149 seconds back of Bauman while Jake 
Johnson on a Yamaha MT-07 rounded out 
the podium. Two-time Daytona TT cham-
pion Jared Mees had a disappointing night 
crashing twice in his semi-final but a red 
flag allowed him to get back up to make 
the main event where he retired with me-
chanical problems while running in fifth.

In the AFT Singles final Jesse Janisch 
took his Yamaha to the win some 2.57 
second ahead of KTM rider Dalton Gauth-

ier while defending series champion Dan 
Bromley was third on the Red Bull KTM 

450.
Fantastic Finish

A red flag late in the Daytona 200 made 
for one of the closest and thrilling finishes 
in the history of the event.  The six rid-
ers who were on the lead lap all had a 
chance at the win in the four-lap shootout 
as Bobby Fong, Kyle Wyman, Sean Kelly, 
Josh Hayes, Brandon Paasch and Geoff  
May lined up for the restart. The frontrun-
ners swapped positions until the final lap 
when Kyle Wyman on a Yamaha R-6 run-
ning Pirelli tires took the lead. Wyman had 
earlier lead by as much as 5 seconds be-
fore the final scheduled pit stop but found 
himself chasing Bobby Fong on the M4/
ECSTAR Suzuki GSXR-600 and Brandon 
Paasch on the Trackside Suspension Ya-
maha R6 after running out of gas coming 
into the pits.  The restart gave Wyman a 
second chance as it did Sean Kelly who 
had passed Fong and Paasch to get back 
on the lead lap just before the red flag. On 
that final lap Wyman was able to maintain 
a slim lead and got a tremendous drive 
out of the chicane to hold off the chasing 
pack.  At the checkered flag Wyman was 

TRACK ANNOUNCER’S NOTEBOOK

By
Pat Gonsalves

ON THE TRACK

Photo by Bill Petro

Darren James, 229 on the Ruthless Racing, Trev-Deeley 
Motorcycles Yamaha R6 ran a consistent race to finish 13th 
but an issue with the air filter in post-race tech resulted in a 
DQ and a loss of $3,500 (US) prize money.

Photo by Bill Petro

The four-lap shootout in the Daytona 200 produced some 
extremely close racing.  50 Bobby Fong (Suzuki), 311 Sean 
Kelly (Suzuki) and 33 Kyle Wyman (Yamaha). The order was 
the reverse at the checkered flag.
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ahead of runner up Sean 
Kelly by .213 seconds 
with Bobby Fong in 
third, Josh Hayes fourth 
on a Yamaha, Brandon 
Paasch fifth and Geoff 
May in sixth.  Just 1.2 
seconds separated the 
top six riders.

Sean Kelly Youngest 
Daytona 200 Pole Sitter

Young American racer 
Sean Kelly of Holly-
wood, Florida became 
the youngest rider to 
capture the pole posi-
tion for the Daytona 200 
when he topped all rid-
ers in the final qualify-
ing session with a lap of 
1:49.064 at an average 
speed of 116.  Kelly who 
had spent the last three 
years racing the Red Bull 
Rookies Cup in Europe, 
recently signed a two-
year contract to race for Team Hammer 
on the M4/ECSTAR Suzuki GSXR-600.  
During Friday’s Arai pole-qualifying Kel-
ly went fastest as he progressed through 
the three-time sessions putting together 
laps of 150.761, 150.168 and his pole time 
of 1:49.064, in the final session on Friday 
afternoon.  His teammate Bobby Fong of 
Stockton, California qualified second at 
1:49.354 while Jason Aguilar on a Yama-
ha completed the three-rider front row at 
1:49.706. Kyle Wyman who would go on 
to win the Daytona 200 started in fourth as 
the only other rider to qualify with a 1:49 
lap qualifying his Yamaha R6 at 1:49.814.  

Four-time Daytona 200 Champion 
Danny Eslick qualified in eighth on the 
TOBC Yamaha posting his fastest lap in 
the morning qualifying session and was 
not able improve in the two-afternoon ses-
sion when most of the riders go in their 
fastest laps. Eslick was trying to tie Scott 
Russell and Miguel Duhamel for a record 
5 Daytona 200 wins but went out early in 
the race with mechanical problems on lap 
11 and finished 53rd.

Darren James DQ’d from 13th in 
Daytona 200

North Vancouver, BC racer Darren 

James was disqualified from a 13th place 
finish in the Daytona 200 when a postrace 
technical inspection identified an issue 
with the air filter that the team was running 
in their Yamaha R6.  James had qualified 
24th to start on the outside of row 8 with 
a lap of 1:53.845 and slowly moved up 
into the top 20 with consistent laps in the 
1:54s.  James was looking for his fifth con-
secutive top ten finish having finished 7th 
in 2018.  The disqualification cost James 
some $3,500 in prize money.  This season 
will see Darren James race in the Motor 
American Twins Championship on a Ya-
maha FZ-07 twin.

Daytona Monument Celebration
Hundreds of race fans gathered on 

Wednesday March 13 at the Daytona 200 
Monument to celebrate a number of mile-
stones and accomplishments.  This year 
marked the 70th anniversary of three time 
Daytona 200 champion Dick Klamfoth’s 
first victory in 1949 on a Norton.  Klam-
foth would go on to win again in 1951 
and 1952.  John Ashmead who won the 
1989 Daytona 200 on a privateer Honda 
VFR750 was celebrating the 30th anniver-
sary of his victory.  Ashmead who still rac-
es and hold the all-time record for Daytona 
200 starts and the mileage record qualified 

in 47th this year but retired after just 5 laps 
in this year’s race and was credited with 
a 57th place finish.  Henry DeGouw was 
recognized for his almost four decades of 
running road races in Florida at various 
tracks.   Gina Bovaird who was the first 
woman to qualify for the Daytona 200 in 
1980 and then qualify and finish the race 
in 37th in 1981 was on hand to also sign 
autographs.   Bovaird paved the way for 
other women racers who would follow in-
cluding Toni Sharpless and Kathleen Co-
burn and more recently Alena Myers and 
Patricia Fernandez.

Toronto Motorcycle Film Festival set 
for October 3-5

The third annual Toronto Motorcycle 
Film Festival takes place October 3-5, 
2019 at the Revue Theatre on Ossington. 
The festival that is the brainchild of Caius 
Tenche will have a collection of short and 
feature films.  Among this year’s lineup is 
a film on vintage racer Dave Roper, titled 
The Motorcycle Man. For more on the To-
ronto Motorcycle Film Festival and tickets 
you can go to www.torontomotofilmfest.
com. • - pgonsalves@q107.com

Photo by Bill Petro

Kyle Wyman, 2019 Daytona 200 Champion celebrates his victory, 
sandwiched by M4 ECSTAR Suzuki teammates Sean Kelly and Bobby Fong.  
Wyman collected $25,000 for the win.

ON THE TRACK
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Ro a d 
racer, 
D a n 

Kruger has 
been waving 
the Canadian 
flag for a 
long time in 
his globetrot-
ting racing 
career.  This 
weekend sees 
the Toronto 
born 48-year-

old return home to accept his Motorcyclist 
of the Year Award on Saturday afternoon 
and also take part in autograph sessions 
along with fellow Dainese rider Matt Mc-
Bride.

Dan Kruger’s early passion was motor-
cycles and he began riding at the age of 
9 with his first motorcycle a Honda Trail 
CT70.  Dan would graduate to racing 
shortly after competing on ATV’s where 
he excelled racing in the Mickey Thomp-
son Series in the U.S. and the ATV class at 
the Montreal Supercross.  Kruger’s multi-
talented riding ability saw him competing 
in Arenacross, Supercross, Ice Racing and 
eventually road racing with CSBK.  Kru-
ger showed plenty of pace and potential 
in his first season road racing and was 
quickly promoted to Pro racing mostly in 
Supersport in the United States and Sport-
bike here in Canada.  He rode for Suzuki 
Canada for a few races piloting the Suzuki 
TL1000 Superbike including a rare round 
at St. Felicien, Quebec.     

At the same time what Dan Kruger calls 
chapter one of his racing career was wind-
ing down in the late nineties, Dan Kruger 
the entrepreneur and businessman was 
staring his solar panel business by forg-
ing lasting relationships with manufactur-
ers in China and customers here in North 
America.  Kruger built a multi-million 
dollar-business in the ensuing years trav-
elling many times each year to China.  It 
was there that Dan Kruger would begin 
what he calls “chapter two” of his rac-
ing career.  He first raced on a Kawasaki 
ZX6R with some success but soon found 
that Superbikes and Endurance racing was 

where he needed to be.  
The line from the Beatles 
song “a long and winding 
road” might aptly describe 
the last ten years of Dan 
Kruger’s racing career.  
He has raced all over Eu-
rope including, the Czech 
BMW Cup, Races in 
Germany for the Penz13 
BMW team, Finland, the 
Northwest 200 in North-
ern Island, Phillip Island, 
Australia, Motegi and the 
Suzuka 8 Hour in Japan, 
the Macau Grand Prix and 
the Isle of Mann.  

The past decade has 
seen Dan fight back from many major 
crashes including in 2015 at the Suzuka 
8 hour where he suffered a major concus-
sion and multiple fractures.  It was a long 
recovery period that not only washed out 
the rest of that season but all of 2016.  By 
2017 Dan was ready to race but a testing 
crash on his Kawasaki ZX10R put him on 
the sidelines for the season with a broken 
ankle, wrist and 4 vertebrae.  Kruger seri-
ously considered retirement but opted for 
one more comeback.

Dan credits his intense daily workout 
and fitness regimen as the reason he has 
been able to come back from so many in-
jures.  He has managed to shoehorn some 
marathon events in his busy racing and 
business schedule.  He also credits some 
coaching he received from 1990 Daytona 
200 Champion and AMA Superbike racer 
David Sadowski as key to his most recent 
success on the race track.  

Last year was perhaps Dan Kruger’s 
best season of racing.  His Hong Kong Ka-
wasaki team prepared a reliable and fast 
ZX10RR Superbike taking him to podium 
finishes at every race in the Chinese Super-
bike Championship.  Kruger was consis-
tently fast but his Kawasaki was no match 
for the Ducati factory test rider, Alessan-
dro Valia who won the championship.  

Through all of the ups and downs, Dan 
Kruger has remained proudly Canadian 
even turning down more lucrative offers 
to run other exhaust systems in favour of 

running the Canadian built Hindle brand.
Kruger who calls Atlanta, Georgia home 

is a committed family man with his wife 
Holly and three children.  Dan will be fly-
ing back to Atlanta early Sunday morning 
to attend a family event.  His is very active 
on social media and boasts over 700,000 
followers on Facebook.  

At the Riders Choice booth, on Saturday 
April 6 Dan along with fellow Dainese D-
Air proponent Matt McBride will be sign-
ing autographs in the morning and after-
noon and talking about the technology in 
their racing suits.  Kruger only wishes he 
had been wearing the air bag technology 
D-Air suit earlier in his career which may 
have reduced the need for so many come-
backs.

Dan Kruger began his 2019 racing sea-
son with a win at a 3 Hour Endurance race 
in China in January.  The Opening Round 
of the 2019 Chinese Superbike Champion-
ship on the March 23-24 weekend saw Dan 
Kruger finish 3rd and 4th in the two races 
on his Kawasaki Hong Kong ZX10RR 
racing in wet conditions.  He currently sits 
third in the championship chase.

This weekend is not only a chance to 
meet with his many Canadian road rac-
ing fans but to be on-stage to receive his 
Motorcyclist of the Year Award for Inter-
national Competition, one that is so richly 
deserved. •

- pgonsalves@q107.com

By
Pat Gonsalves

THE COMEBACK KID
Dan Kruger, Road Racer, is Motorcyclist of the Year in International Competition at the Spring Motorcycle Show Saturday, April 6.

Photos provided by Pat Gonsalves

Dan wins the Chinese 3 hour enduro in 
January

PROFILE
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STARTING AT $10,499*
THE ALL-NEW CAN-AM RYKER

With the 2019 Can-Am Ryker, riding will never be the same. An automatic transmission along with your 
choice of proven Rotax® ACE™ engine makes every ride a thrill ride. Add in over 75,000 ways to customize 
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ENERGY POWERSPORTS
879 Cranberry Court
Oakville, ON 
(905) 901-5500
www.energypowersports.ca

BAY MARINE
516 Highway 2 East
Trenton, ON
(613) 394-6691
www.bay-marine.com

BENNETT POWERSPORTS
701 Brock St N
Whitby, ON
(866) 430-6360
www.bennettpowersports.com

H B CYCLE & OUTDOOR CENTRE
66 McLarens Creek Rd
Cameron, ON
(705) 328-2453
www.hbcycle.com
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Visit www.conti-moto.com for 
more information. 

Featuring an optimized racing 
compound for maximum grip and stabil-
ity on narrow rims, Continental’s Con-
tiRoadAttack 3 CR is the ideal choice for 
powerful classic and vintage superbikes. 
The ContiRoadAttack 3 CR replaces the 
award-winning ContiRoadAttack 2 CR, 
used throughout the world in classic en-
durance racing. The tire’s redesigned 
tread pattern and compound improve wet 
performance and offer consistent and 
predictable handling no matter the road 
conditions. The 150/65 R18 size features 
a custom tread pattern optimized for maxi-
mum corner exit traction. 

The ContiRoadAttack 3 CR sets the 
standard in the Classic Racing segment, 
combining many of Continental’s core 
technologies. The tire’s zero-degree 
steel-belted construction guarantees ex-
traordinary handling and stability at high 

speeds while MultiGrip Technol-
ogy allows for increased mileage 
during straightaways and lots of grip 
in corners. Grip Limit Feedback 
Technology increases rider safety 
in extreme lean angles, warning rid-
ers that they have reached the limit 
and allowing them to take corrective 
action. Finally, TractionSkin Tech-
nology practically eliminates the 
tire’s break-in period, ensuring max-
imum grip from the very first mile.

The ContiRoadAttack 3 CR is 
available in 18” front and rear wheel 
sizes. As always, with every Con-
tinental Motorcycle Tire purchase, 
you receive Continental’s FREE 
Flat Tire Road Assistance with 
3-year flat tire towing up to 150 
miles. Register online in 3 easy steps 
at 
www.totalconfidence-plan.com. •

CONTIROADATTACK 3 CR

Get ready for the dirt to turn purple. 
That’s the message from Hoosier 
Racing Tire ahead of their big 

jump into offroad and motocross racing 
with Hoosier Offroad – Roost Factory.

Hoosier Racing Tire is the largest race 
tire manufacturer in the world. Hoosier 

has grown to produce over 1000 dif-
ferent types of race tires, now includ-
ing the IMX line for all motocross and 
off-road racing dirt bikes. The com-
pany has its own 300-mph test wheel; 
a technology centre; state-of-the-art, 
fully-integrated production facilities 
including a recent high-tech mixing 
plant, with enough capacity to produce 
not only for Hoosier Racing Tire, but 
the ability to produce rubber for addi-
tional entities and a large distribution 
network.

These tires are the culmination of 
dedication and tireless work from the 
world’s elite tire experts, designed, 
tested, and competition proven for cham-
pions at every level.  Our IMX Tire line 
brings consumers the same quality product 
previously only reserved for the best of the 
best, the “factory” team athletes, in three 
race-ready compounds to suit your condi-

tion needs.  With a weight savings of up 
to 3lbs per set and unmatched traction on 
the track, these tires are sure to drive you 
towards your next championship.

Roost Factory by Hoosier Offroad, Oa-
sis Global Inc. •

HOOSIER IMX TIRES 
NEW PRODUCTS
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WINTER DOESN’T LAST FOREVER

Humber Motorcycle 
Rider Training 2019

Insurance company approved.
Limited space available.
Some restrictions apply.

Licence Testing 
Licence Upgrades

M1 - M2 
M2 EXIT

REGISTER TODAY!
humber.ca/motorcycle/register humbermotorcycle



PG 40 •   SPRINGSHOW MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE   APRIL 2019 VOL. 29/1    


